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How do I respond

when God

interrupts my life?
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 the  the  the KingdomKingdomKingdom of God of God of God
Jesus uses many Jesus uses many Jesus uses many parablesparablesparables to describe to describe to describe

What the kingdom of God is What the kingdom of God is What the kingdom of God is likelikelike, and, and, and

Who will Who will Who will enterenterenter it it it

 Parable of the  Parable of the  Parable of the narrow gatenarrow gatenarrow gate:::

“Lord, “Lord, “Lord, openopenopen to us” to us” to us”

“I do not “I do not “I do not knowknowknow where you come from. where you come from. where you come from.

DepartDepartDepart from me!” from me!” from me!”

Luke:Luke:Luke:

(13:22-30)(13:22-30)(13:22-30)
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 Teachings at a  Teachings at a  Teachings at a FeastFeastFeast
 Man ill with  Man ill with  Man ill with edemaedemaedema:::

HealingHealingHealing more important than rules more important than rules more important than rules

   GuestsGuestsGuests taking seats of honour: taking seats of honour: taking seats of honour:

HumbleHumbleHumble yourself, that God may exalt yourself, that God may exalt yourself, that God may exalt

   HostHostHost of banquet: of banquet: of banquet:

HospitalityHospitalityHospitality to those who cannot repay to those who cannot repay to those who cannot repay

Today: Today: Today:  Who is  Who is  Who is worthyworthyworthy to enter to enter to enter

the the the feastfeastfeast in the kingdom of God? in the kingdom of God? in the kingdom of God?

Luke 14:Luke 14:Luke 14:

(v1-6)(v1-6)(v1-6)

(v7-11)(v7-11)(v7-11)

(v12-14)(v12-14)(v12-14)

v15-24v15-24v15-24

Gaetano Gandolfi, “The Marriage at Cana”, 1766Gaetano Gandolfi, “The Marriage at Cana”, 1766Gaetano Gandolfi, “The Marriage at Cana”, 1766
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 When one of those who reclined at table 

with him heard these things, he said to him,

“Blessed is everyone who will 

eat bread in the kingdom of God!”

15

Luke 14:15-24 (ESV) (p.1/6)
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 But he said to him, “A man once gave 

a great banquet and invited many.

 And at the time for the banquet 

he sent his servant to say 

to those who had been invited,

‘Come, for everything is now ready.’

16

17

Luke 14:15-24 (ESV) (p.2/6)
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 But they all alike began to make excuses.

The first said to him, ‘I have bought a field, 

and I must go out and see it.

Please have me excused.’

 And another said, ‘I have bought 

five yoke of oxen, and I go to examine them. 

Please have me excused.’

18

19

Luke 14:15-24 (ESV) (p.3/6)
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 And another said, ‘I have married a wife,

and therefore I cannot come.’

 So the servant came

and reported these things to his master.

Then the master of the house became angry

and said to his servant,

20

21

Luke 14:15-24 (ESV) (p.4/6)
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‘Go out quickly 

to the streets and lanes of the city,

and bring in the poor and crippled 

and blind and lame.’

 And the servant said,

‘Sir, what you commanded has been done,

and still there is room.’

22

Luke 14:15-24 (ESV) (p.5/6)
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 And the master said to the servant,

‘Go out to the highways and hedges

and compel people to come in,

that my house may be filled.

 For I tell you, none of those men

who were invited shall taste my banquet.’”

23

24

Luke 14:15-24 (ESV) (p.6/6)
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 Parable of the Banquet Parable of the Banquet Parable of the Banquet

1. RejoicingRejoicingRejoicing   

2. RejectionRejectionRejection   

3. RedemptionRedemptionRedemption   
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A man once gave A man once gave A man once gave 

a great a great a great banquetbanquetbanquet and invited  and invited  and invited manymanymany...

The kingdom of heaven may be compared to The kingdom of heaven may be compared to The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 

a a a kingkingking who gave a  who gave a  who gave a wedding feastwedding feastwedding feast for his son for his son for his son

Luke 14:16 (ESV)Luke 14:16 (ESV)Luke 14:16 (ESV)

Matthew 22:2 (ESV)Matthew 22:2 (ESV)Matthew 22:2 (ESV)
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And at the And at the And at the timetimetime for the banquet  for the banquet  for the banquet 

he sent his servant to say he sent his servant to say he sent his servant to say 

to those who had been to those who had been to those who had been invitedinvitedinvited,,,

“Come, for everything is now “Come, for everything is now “Come, for everything is now readyreadyready.”.”.”

“My “My “My oxenoxenoxen and my fat calves  and my fat calves  and my fat calves 

have been have been have been slaughteredslaughteredslaughtered“““

Luke 14:17 (ESV)Luke 14:17 (ESV)Luke 14:17 (ESV)

Matthew 22:4 (ESV)Matthew 22:4 (ESV)Matthew 22:4 (ESV)
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And I saw the And I saw the And I saw the holy cityholy cityholy city, new Jerusalem,, new Jerusalem,, new Jerusalem,

coming down out of coming down out of coming down out of heavenheavenheaven from God, from God, from God,

prepared as a prepared as a prepared as a bridebridebride adorned for her husband. adorned for her husband. adorned for her husband.

Revelation 21:2-4 (ESV) (p.1/4)Revelation 21:2-4 (ESV) (p.1/4)Revelation 21:2-4 (ESV) (p.1/4)
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 And I heard  And I heard  And I heard 

a loud voice from the throne saying,a loud voice from the throne saying,a loud voice from the throne saying,

“Behold! “Behold! “Behold! 

the the the dwelling placedwelling placedwelling place of God is with man. of God is with man. of God is with man.

333

Revelation 21:2-4 (ESV) (p.2/4)Revelation 21:2-4 (ESV) (p.2/4)Revelation 21:2-4 (ESV) (p.2/4)
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He will dwell with them, He will dwell with them, He will dwell with them, 

and they will be and they will be and they will be his peoplehis peoplehis people,,,

and God himself will be with them and God himself will be with them and God himself will be with them 

as as as their Godtheir Godtheir God...

Revelation 21:2-4 (ESV) (p.3/4)Revelation 21:2-4 (ESV) (p.3/4)Revelation 21:2-4 (ESV) (p.3/4)
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 He will wipe away every  He will wipe away every  He will wipe away every tearteartear from their eyes, from their eyes, from their eyes,

and and and deathdeathdeath shall be no more, shall be no more, shall be no more,

neither shall there be neither shall there be neither shall there be mourningmourningmourning,,,

nor nor nor cryingcryingcrying, nor , nor , nor painpainpain anymore, anymore, anymore,

for the for the for the formerformerformer things have passed away.” things have passed away.” things have passed away.”

444

Revelation 21:2-4 (ESV) (p.4/4)Revelation 21:2-4 (ESV) (p.4/4)Revelation 21:2-4 (ESV) (p.4/4)
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What joy does 

the King wish 

to share with us?
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 Parable of the Banquet Parable of the Banquet Parable of the Banquet

1. Rejoicing Rejoicing Rejoicing 

2. RejectionRejectionRejection   

3. Redemption Redemption Redemption 

Lk14:Lk14:Lk14:

(v16-17)(v16-17)(v16-17)

(v18-20)(v18-20)(v18-20)

(v21-24)(v21-24)(v21-24)
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“I have bought a “I have bought a “I have bought a fieldfieldfield, , , 

and I must go out and see it.and I must go out and see it.and I must go out and see it.

Please have me Please have me Please have me excusedexcusedexcused.”.”.”

 “I have bought five yoke of  “I have bought five yoke of  “I have bought five yoke of oxenoxenoxen, , , 

and I go to examine them.”and I go to examine them.”and I go to examine them.”

 “I have  “I have  “I have marriedmarriedmarried a wife,  a wife,  a wife, 

and therefore I and therefore I and therefore I cannotcannotcannot come.” come.” come.”

191919

202020

Luke 14:18-20 (ESV)Luke 14:18-20 (ESV)Luke 14:18-20 (ESV)
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They paid They paid They paid no attentionno attentionno attention and went o�,  and went o�,  and went o�, 

one to his one to his one to his farmfarmfarm, , , 

another to his another to his another to his businessbusinessbusiness,,,

 while the rest  while the rest  while the rest seizedseizedseized his servants,  his servants,  his servants, 

treated them treated them treated them shamefullyshamefullyshamefully, , , 

and and and killedkilledkilled them. them. them.

666

Matthew 22:5-6 (ESV)Matthew 22:5-6 (ESV)Matthew 22:5-6 (ESV)

Raphael, “St. Paul Preaching in Athens”, 1515Raphael, “St. Paul Preaching in Athens”, 1515Raphael, “St. Paul Preaching in Athens”, 1515
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O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 

the city that the city that the city that killskillskills the prophets  the prophets  the prophets 

and and and stonesstonesstones those who are sent to it! those who are sent to it! those who are sent to it!

How o�en would I haveHow o�en would I haveHow o�en would I have

gathered your gathered your gathered your childrenchildrenchildren together together together

as a as a as a henhenhen gathers her brood under her wings, gathers her brood under her wings, gathers her brood under her wings,

and you were and you were and you were not willingnot willingnot willing!!!

Luke 13:34 (ESV)Luke 13:34 (ESV)Luke 13:34 (ESV)
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For thus said the Lord God,For thus said the Lord God,For thus said the Lord God,

the Holy One of Israel,the Holy One of Israel,the Holy One of Israel,

“In “In “In returningreturningreturning and  and  and restrestrest you shall be saved; you shall be saved; you shall be saved;

in in in quietnessquietnessquietness and in  and in  and in trusttrusttrust

shall be your strength.”shall be your strength.”shall be your strength.”

But you were But you were But you were unwillingunwillingunwilling!!!

Isaiah 30:15 (ESV)Isaiah 30:15 (ESV)Isaiah 30:15 (ESV)

Savoie, France. Thomas TixtaazSavoie, France. Thomas TixtaazSavoie, France. Thomas Tixtaaz
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Do I hope for

Christ’s return, 

or cling to my own

lifestyle?
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 Parable of the Banquet Parable of the Banquet Parable of the Banquet

1. Rejoicing Rejoicing Rejoicing 

2. Rejection Rejection Rejection 

3. RedemptionRedemptionRedemption   

Lk14:Lk14:Lk14:

(v16-17)(v16-17)(v16-17)

(v18-20)(v18-20)(v18-20)

(v21-24)(v21-24)(v21-24)
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Then the master of the house became Then the master of the house became Then the master of the house became angryangryangry

and said to his servant,and said to his servant,and said to his servant,

‘Go out ‘Go out ‘Go out quicklyquicklyquickly   

to the to the to the streetsstreetsstreets and  and  and laneslaneslanes of the city, of the city, of the city,

and bring in the and bring in the and bring in the poorpoorpoor and  and  and crippledcrippledcrippled   

and and and blindblindblind and  and  and lamelamelame.’.’.’

Luke 14:21 (ESV)Luke 14:21 (ESV)Luke 14:21 (ESV)
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And the master said to the servant,And the master said to the servant,And the master said to the servant,

‘Go out to the ‘Go out to the ‘Go out to the highwayshighwayshighways and  and  and hedgeshedgeshedges

and and and compelcompelcompel people to come in, people to come in, people to come in,

that my house may be that my house may be that my house may be filledfilledfilled...

Luke 14:23 (ESV)Luke 14:23 (ESV)Luke 14:23 (ESV)
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For I tell you, For I tell you, For I tell you, nonenonenone of those men of those men of those men

who were who were who were invitedinvitedinvited shall taste my banquet. shall taste my banquet. shall taste my banquet.

Luke 14:24 (ESV)Luke 14:24 (ESV)Luke 14:24 (ESV)

Piha Beach, NZ. Tim MarshallPiha Beach, NZ. Tim MarshallPiha Beach, NZ. Tim Marshall
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The wedding feast is ready, The wedding feast is ready, The wedding feast is ready, 

but those but those but those invitedinvitedinvited were not  were not  were not worthyworthyworthy...

Matthew 22:8 (ESV)Matthew 22:8 (ESV)Matthew 22:8 (ESV)

Jordan ArnoldJordan ArnoldJordan Arnold
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But when the king came in But when the king came in But when the king came in 

to look at the to look at the to look at the guestsguestsguests, he saw there , he saw there , he saw there 

a man who had no a man who had no a man who had no wedding garmentwedding garmentwedding garment...

 And he said to him,  And he said to him,  And he said to him, 

“Friend, how did you “Friend, how did you “Friend, how did you get inget inget in here  here  here 

without a without a without a wedding garmentwedding garmentwedding garment?”?”?”

And he was And he was And he was speechlessspeechlessspeechless...

121212

Matthew 22:11-14 (ESV) (p.1/3)Matthew 22:11-14 (ESV) (p.1/3)Matthew 22:11-14 (ESV) (p.1/3)
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 Then the king said to the attendants, Then the king said to the attendants, Then the king said to the attendants,

“““BindBindBind him hand and foot and  him hand and foot and  him hand and foot and 

castcastcast him into the outer darkness. him into the outer darkness. him into the outer darkness.

In that place there will beIn that place there will beIn that place there will be

weepingweepingweeping and gnashing of teeth.” and gnashing of teeth.” and gnashing of teeth.”

131313

Matthew 22:11-14 (ESV) (p.2/3)Matthew 22:11-14 (ESV) (p.2/3)Matthew 22:11-14 (ESV) (p.2/3)
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 For many are  For many are  For many are calledcalledcalled, , , 

but few are but few are but few are chosenchosenchosen...

141414

Matthew 22:11-14 (ESV) (p.3/3)Matthew 22:11-14 (ESV) (p.3/3)Matthew 22:11-14 (ESV) (p.3/3)
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Am I an unwilling

invitee, or a joyful

chosen guest?
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For thus said the Lord God,For thus said the Lord God,For thus said the Lord God,

the Holy One of Israel,the Holy One of Israel,the Holy One of Israel,

“In “In “In returningreturningreturning and  and  and restrestrest you shall be saved; you shall be saved; you shall be saved;

in in in quietnessquietnessquietness and in  and in  and in trusttrusttrust

shall be your strength.”shall be your strength.”shall be your strength.”

But you were But you were But you were unwillingunwillingunwilling!!!

Isaiah 30:15 (ESV)Isaiah 30:15 (ESV)Isaiah 30:15 (ESV)
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